[Elective and emergency diagnostic laparoscopy].
A report is presented concerning 31 patients treated by laparoscopic approach under both elective and emergency conditions. The mini-invasive approach to an abdominal disease allows both the making of a direct visual diagnosis and the carrying out of biopsy or actual therapy without the need for laparotomy. Elective diagnostic laparoscopy has proved efficacious in the screening of patients affected by abdomino-pelvic neoplasms, determining the extension of the latter, staging them and judging their operability. Under emergency condition this method lends itself in particular to the study and the treatment of some cases of traumatic haemoperitoneum, intestinal obstructions resulting from adhesions and peritonitis of dubious aetiology. Explorative laparoscopy thus constitutes a valuable diagnostic and therapeutic aid, its possibilities being destined to increase with the improvement of laparoscopic techniques.